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TRADE NEWS  
Global:  

 
▪ China Is Targeted in Trade Appeal 
By: Evelyn Iritani, Times Staff Writer, The Los Angeles Times 

  
October 1, 2004 – “The Global trading system faces one of its most serious 
challenges as a group of developing nations is set to join others seeking to prevent 
China from dominating worldwide apparel and textile markets. 
 
Mauritius, Madagascar, Uganda and four other developing countries plan to appeal 
the World Trade Organization to organize a global campaign to protect their apparel-
dependent economies from the potential loss of millions of jobs when textile and 
apparel quotas expire at the end of the year. 
 
Those countries will join manufacturers and labor unions in the United States and 
other nations that have already made similar pleas to the Geneva-based trade 
group. 
 
The quota expiration will be ‘catastrophic to the global economy,’ said Sushil K.C. 
Khushiram, a trade minister for Mauritius, a tiny island nation off the southeastern 
coast of Africa that has already lost 20,000 textile and apparel jobs in the last two 
years. 
 
These efforts point to growing concerns that free trade has negative consequences 
for some poor countries and requires a different approach from organizations such 
as the WTO, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. 
 
Although WTO officials have said they won’t roll back expiration of the quotas, trade 
officials acknowledge the problems and are starting to take steps to address them, 
such as providing technical assistance to help countries diversify their economies.” 
 
Full story:  
(Registration Required) 
http://www.latimes.com/business/printedition/la-fi-textile1oct01,1,3071424.story?coll=la-
headlines-pe-business 
 

▪ U.S. Takes Airbus Dispute to WTO  
BBC World Edition, October 6th, 2004    

 
October 6, 2004 – “The U.S. government is to take the European Union to the World 
Trade Organization in an effort to stop member states subsidizing Airbus.  Robert 
Zoellick, the U.S. trade representative, said Airbus was now bigger than its U.S. rival 
Boeing and continued public funding was unfair. 
 
‘This is about fair competition and a level playing field,’ Mr. Zoellick said.   

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/business/printedition/la-fi-textile1oct01,1,3071424.story?coll=la-headlines-pe-business
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The EU said its relationship with Airbus was legal and it planned to counter action 
over U.S. support for Boeing.   
 
‘If this is the path the U.S. has chosen, we accept the challenge,’ Pascal Lamy, the 
EU’s trade commissioner, said. 
 
The U.S. and EU have 60 days to resolve the increasingly bitter dispute before the 
WTO will step in.” 
 
Full story:  
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/3720710.stm 
  

▪ Barbados Foreign Minister’s Address to the Inter-American Dialogue 
September 21, 2004 – Address to the Inter-American Dialogue Regarding the FTAA 

 
September 21, 2004 – “The countries of the Caribbean Community are fully 
cognizant of the needs to make adjustments in the face of increasing globalization 
and have made remarkable progress in restructuring their economies.  A number of 
new sectors have emerged especially in the area of services despite the formidable 
challenges that these small economies face.  The pace and direction in which our 
economies progress or regress however, are almost entirely dictated by forces within 
the economies of our more developed partners. 
 
In several important instances where the Caribbean has demonstrated a 
comparative advantage, the countries of the developed world have sought to 
frustrate these efforts.  For example, offshore financial services have been subjected 
to a concerted attempt by OECD countries to inhibit this development even though 
similar regimes are accepted and supported within the USA and in other OECD 
countries.  The actions of the OECD countries were arbitrary and unilateral, failing to 
involve Caribbean governments in formulating a suitable multilateral regime.  We in 
the Caribbean maintain that transparent and inclusive multilateral decision-making is 
critical for protecting the rights of small states in international trade. 
 
Almost ten years ago, thirty-four Heads of State and Government of this hemisphere 
met in Miami, in their first Summit of the Americas and agreed upon a 
comprehensive plan of action for the Americas, including the Caribbean.  One of the 
major planks of that program is the promotion of prosperity through economic 
integration and free trade. 
 
In the Caribbean we see the FTAA not only as facilitating our necessary integration 
into the global economy, but also as providing a major opportunity for our people to 
develop meaningful trade in goods and services with other countries of this 
hemisphere.  Today, we stand in great fear of seeing our hope dashed by the 
vacillation of some of the Governments of this hemisphere. 
 
The Caribbean has expanded a great deal of time, energy and scarce financial and 
human resources in preparing for participating in the FTAA negotiations.  This was 
done because we believe in what the FTAA has to offer us and the entire 
hemisphere.  In fact, CARICOM does not consider that there is any better, viable 
alternative to the FTAA.  I would like to urge all member states and in particular, the 
United States, to go back to the negotiating table and complete the work which out 
Heads of Government and State mandated us to do.” 
 
Full story: 
http://www.ccit.net or contact Jerry Levine at mentor@well.com 
 

CCIT Comment: 
CCIT believes it is important for those concerned with trade issues to be aware of 
the opinions expressed by other world leaders. 

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/3720710.stm
http://www.ccit.net/BarbadosFMaddress.htm
mailto:mentor@well.com
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USA: 
 

▪ Chink of Light for Regular Travelers to the U.S. 
By: Matthew Garrahan, The Financial Times 
 

October 4, 2004 – “Business travelers dreading the imposition of harsh new visa and 
passport regulations in the U.S. received a fillip when Tom Ridge, Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, said the country would put out the welcome 
mat. 
 
The news comes amid a U.S. review of rules regarding the transfer of passenger 
data.  As part of a bolstering of internal security it wants to add new information to 
the data it receives on passengers traveling to the country – preferably using a 
passport’s magnetic strip. 
 
The review of passport rules and the government’s determination to tighten up its 
visa regime has led to business travelers, who are still getting used to tough new 
screening procedures when entering the country, expressing concern. 
 
However, the U.S. is making increased efforts to allay those fears.  Mr. Ridge said: 
‘We have heard from ambassadors around the world making a pleas to review what 
we do and how we do it, so it’s easier and more attractive to come to the U.S.  We 
want the welcome mat out.’ 
 
A fast-track scheme aimed at regular international business travelers who have 
volunteered information about themselves is also being trialed.  The scheme already 
allows U.S. frequent fliers to avoid some checks and has gone down well with 
regular travelers. 
 
Full Story: 
http://web.lexis-
nexis.com/universe/document?_m=7daffe56d006e4030e436d7fd4ad6ee1&_docnum=4&wchp=d
GLbVlz-zSkVb&_md5=d8cd1cf1aa88f059f1f23f9413bc300dhttp://dellnet.msn.com/ 
 

CCIT Comment: 
Please view CCIT’s position paper on Visa Delays and Denials on our website at 
www.ccit.net.  Click on “News”, then “Position Papers” and select the appropriate 
paper. 
 

▪ The Future of Bay Area Jobs: The Impact of Offshoring & Other Key 
Trends  
The Bay Area Economic Forum 

 
In July 2004, the Bay Area Economic Forum, Joint Venture: Silicon Valley Network, 
the Stanford Project of Regions of Innovation and Entrepreneurship and A.T. 
Kearney published an in-depth regional and economic analysis entitled, “The 
Future of Bay Area Jobs: The Impact of Offshoring and Other Key Trends.”   
 
The objective of the partners and of this study is to help business and community 
leaders and state and regional policymakers understand the Bay Area’s job market 
and how it is changing in response to key global and domestic trends.  The analysis 
concluded:  
 
“Offshoring is only one factor behind the continuing pattern of job creation and 
destruction in the Bay Area and appears to be less important than technological 
change and the outsourcing of jobs within the United States.  The movement or 
creation of jobs overseas reflects the growth of global markets and the need for 
companies to be present there, and the globalization of the workforce.   

http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/document?_m=7daffe56d006e4030e436d7fd4ad6ee1&_docnum=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkVb&_md5=d8cd1cf1aa88f059f1f23f9413bc300dhttp://dellnet.msn.com/
http://www.ccit.net
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While there are gains and losses for the Bay Area in these processes, they are 
unlikely to be reversed and, if anything, will spread.  Attempts to prevent them will 
not be successful and are likely to come at considerable economic cost.  Business 
and policymakers need to focus instead on the measures needed to strengthen the 
economic base of the region, the state and the nation in areas of competitive 
strength, and address those issues that are producing competitive weakness.”    
 
Full Publication: 
http://www.bayeconfor.org/pdf/FBAJoffshore04B&WFINAL2.pdf 
Also View: 
The Bay Area Economic Forum 
  

▪ National Retail Federation and Others Oppose Container Inspection 
Amendment 
California Council for International Trade 

 
October 6, 2004 – The California Council for International Trade has joined the 
National Retail Federation and 16 other trade associations in expressing our 
opposition to the Schumer Amendment (SA 3893) which proposes that 10 percent of 
all inbound containers be manually inspected by the Department of Homeland 
Security within 2 years of enactment.   
 
Ensuring cargo security must continue to be a top priority for the U.S. government, 
however there are several reasons whey Amendment 3893 is not goof public policy.  
Among them is that fact that containers identified for manual inspection can be 
delayed by two to three weeks due to inspection backlogs and space limits.  A 
mandatory 10 percent manual inspection rate would significantly affect U.S. 
businesses and consumers, with impacts on retail sales, manufacturing productivity, 
and inventory carrying costs.   
 
Trade, Transportation, Customs and Homeland Security will all be addressed at 7th 
Annual Trade Policy Forum of the California Council for International Trade.  Please 
mark your calendars now!!! The event will be held at the University of California at 
San Diego, February 23 – 25, 2004. 

  
PRIMARY PARTICIPANTS:  
 

CALIFORNIA COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE: 
www.ccit.net 
 
Weekly Update – Week of October 4, 2004 

 
▪ CCIT Annual Trade Policy Forum Scheduled for San Diego 

 
SAVE THE DATES:  February 23, 24 and 25, 2005 --- in San Diego for the 7th 
annual CCIT California Trade Policy Forum!!!!   
 
Our host will be the University of California at San Diego and its Graduate School of 
International Relations and Pacific Studies (IR/PS) located in sunny, tranquil La Jolla.  
You can count on an array of national, state and international policymakers in 
serious, timely, lively discussions about our trade transportation infrastructure 
needs, about solutions to the delays in business and student visas, about the future 
of the US and the WTO, and the forthcoming debate to extend the President’s trade 
negotiating authority.  Get a 2005 calendar and mark these dates NOW! 
 

http://www.bayeconfor.org/pdf/FBAJoffshore04B&WFINAL2.pdf
http://www.bayeconfor.org/index.html
http://www.ccit.net
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JUST ADDED:  February 23 pre-conference workshops and OPENING 
RECEPTION 
You’ll want to plan your schedule to join us at our headquarters hotel – the brand 
new ranch resort Estancia La Jolla (www.estancialajolla.com) a short walk from the 
Forum center – on Wednesday, February 23, for an afternoon of important pre-
conference workshops on San Diego’s role in world trade and our work in bringing 
the subject of global trade into California’s high school system.  All that will be 
followed by our exciting opening night reception at Estancia La Jolla.  Be 
sure to include February 23 in your plans for the Forum! 
 
Hotel, registration, sponsorship and more agenda information will be available 
shortly. 
 

▪ World Affairs Council Conference: Outsourcing Bay Area Employment  
 
The World Affairs Council of Northern California is hosting a half-day conference 
entitled, “Outsourcing Bay Area Employment.”  The purpose of this conference is to 
provide better understanding of the process of employment outsourcing as a 
necessary element of the optimal and fair globalization of international trade. 
 
Cosponsored by the California Council for International Trade, CCIT members are 
eligible for the member rate at $10 instead of $15.  Those interested in attending 
and participating can register online at the following link: World Affairs Council of 
Northern California - Half Day Conference. 
 

▪ Milken Institute’s 6th Annual California State of the State Conference 
 
Please don’t miss the Milken Institute’s 6th annual California State of the State 
Conference on October 19th, 2004, in Los Angeles.  Our friends at the Institute, one 
of the nation’s leading economic think tanks, have put together a great lineup of 
speakers and sessions to outline the challenges and opportunities facing businesses 
in California today. 

 
Members of the California Council for International Trade are eligible for a $100 
discount off of the regular $495 fee up until the conference by registering online 
through the Institute’s web site using this code: CCIT2004SOS 
 
To view the program and to register, go to: http://www.milkeninstitute.org/sos2004 

 
Given the current economic and political upheaval in our state, this program is 
extremely timely and we recommend it to all of our members. It offers a lot of 
insight and knowledge about today’s business climate, and is a great opportunity for 
networking. 

 
For any questions, contact the Institute at (310) 570-4605. 
 

NATIONAL FOREIGN TRADE COUNCIL: 
www.nftc.org 
 

Weekly Update – Week of October 4, 2004 
 
▪ NFTC Kicks-Off U.S.-Middle East Free Trade Coalition 
 

The National Foreign Trade Council and The Business Council for International 
Understanding have launched the U.S.-Middle East Free Trade Coalition to rally U.S. 
business support for the establishment of a U.S.-Middle East Free Trade Area 
(MEFTA).   U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick joined an audience of 200 

http://www.estancialajolla.com
http://www.itsyourworld.org/program.php?page=1053
http://www.itsyourworld.org/program.php?page=1053
http://www.milkeninstitute.org/sos2004
http://www.nftc.org
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MEFTA supporters in Washington, D.C., and outlined the progress that has already 
been made through bilateral trade agreements in the region, and how a Free Trade 
Agreement would benefit the U.S. economy and enhance American relations in the 
Middle East.  For further information on the U.S.-Middle East Free Trade Coalition, 
contact cdittrich@nftc.org. 

 
▪ NFTC Urges Rejection of New Export Controls 
 

In a letter to House and Senate Conferees on the FY 2005 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), the National Foreign Trade Council urged the removal of 
certain provisions that would mandate new unilateral sanctions and export controls – 
an issue that is of vital importance to many of California’s hi-tech companies. “If the 
House provisions are adopted, it will be a step backward for U.S. trade and export 
control policy.  Both the Clinton and Bush Administrations have actively sought to 
modernize our export controls in a way that improves security while protecting our 
technological leadership.  These onerous provisions would reverse that course,” 
stated NFTC President Bill Reinsch.  Visit www.nftc.org to view the letter. 
 

For more information on any of the NFTC projects, please contact Chuck Dittrich, Director of 
Outreach and Marketing at the National Foreign Trade Council by calling (202) 887-0278 or 
via email at cdittrich@nftc.org. 
 
The National Foreign Trade Council is a leading business organization advocating a rules-
based world economy. Founded in 1914 by a group of American companies that supported an 
open world trading system, the NFTC now serves 400 member companies through its offices 
in Washington and New York. 

  
 

U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE: 
www.export.gov 
  
▪ Access Eastern Mediterranean Program 
 

It just got easier to sell in Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, West Bank/Gaza! 
(and Morocco!) 
 
The Access Eastern Mediterranean Program gives you maximum exposure in 
the region's markets and 180 million consumers. The unified promotion events 
target each of five broadly defined Best Prospect industries.  
 
For more information, please click on the following link:  
http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/ 

 
U.S. DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCILS: 
www.districtexportcouncil.org  

 
▪ DEC’s and NAM Team Up to Oppose Legislation 
 

In a letter to House Majority Leader Tom Delay on H.R 4520, the National 
Association of Manufacturers urged the drafting of a fair and balanced compromise 
package that both repeals the current export tax breaks ruled illegal by the WTO and 
promotes the competitive position of U.S. manufacturers with a focus both on 
domestic production and foreign direct investment. 
 
The National Association of Manufacturers argued that final legislative action that 
repeals the extraterritorial income (ETI) regime will end punitive tariffs on more that 

mailto:cdittrich@nftc.org
http://www.nftc.org
mailto:cdittrich@nftc.org
http://www.export.gov
http://www.buyusa.gov/easternmed/
http://www.districtexportcouncil.org
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1,600 U.S. exports that have been imposed by the European Union since March 
2004.  At the same time, tax relief for U.S. manufacturers and other business 
taxpayers, as well as international tax reforms, will help level the playing field for 
U.S. companies in the global marketplace. 
 
To view a copy of the letter, please click on the following link: 
 http://www.nam.org/s_nam/bin.asp?CID=44&DID=231699&DOC=FILE.PDF 
 

EVENTS: 
 
▪ October 9, 2004 – “Outsourcing Bay Area Employment.” Cosponsored by the 

Stanford Business School’s Sloan Masters Program, the Silicon Valley Association of 
Startup Entrepreneurs (SVASE), and the California Council for International Trade.  
To view flyer, please click on the following link: Conference Flyer. 

 
▪ October 9-17, 2004 – “Capturing the New European Union: Trade Mission to the 

Czech Republic, Hungary & Poland.”  Organized by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  Contact Moises Cisneros at 213-580-7569, or via email at 
mcisneros@lachamber.org for more information. 

 
▪ October 18 & 19, 2004 – “Partnering for Trade Prosperity & Growth.”  An 

international trade symposium organized by the Foreign Trade Association of 
Southern California and College of Business and Economics at California State 
University Fullerton.  For more specific information, please visit FTASC website.  To 
view the symposium brochure, please click on the following link: Symposium 
Brochure. 

 
▪ October 19, 2004 – “6th Annual California State of the State Conference.”  

Organized by the Milken Institute.  Los Angeles, California.  For any questions, 
contact the Institute at (310) 570-4605.  Or visit: 
http://www.milkeninstitute.org/sos2004 

 
▪ October 19-21, 2004 – “Competing for the Future: The Convergence of Trade 

and Technology - National District Export Council Conference, 2004.”  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  Contact Dean Peterson by phone at 615-259-6061 or by email at: 
dean.peterson@mail.doc.gov 

 
▪ November 9-10, 2004 – “8th Annual Business Week CEO Forum.”  Beijing, 

China.  For registration information, please visit:  
http://www.dnmstrategies.com/forum/ceo/nov_2004/1/news-d21.html or contact 
Ernest Garcia by phone at 415-522-0396 or by email at ernstg@direction21.com. 

 
LINKS: 

 
▪ California Council for International Trade  www.ccit.net 
▪ National Foreign Trade Council   www.nftc.org  
▪ Office of the U.S. Trade Representative  www.ustr.gov/ 
▪ U.S. Department of Commerce   www.doc.gov/ 
▪ U.S. Foreign Agricultural Service   www.fas.usda.gov/ 
▪ International Trade Administration   www.ita.doc.gov/ 
▪ Federal Trade Statistics    www.fedstats.gov/ 
▪ U.S. Census      www.census.gov/ 
▪ U.S. Department of State    www.usinfo.state.gov/ 
▪ U.S. Export Portal     www.export.gov/cnusa/  
▪ California Institute for Federal Policy Research www.calinst.org 
▪ California Chamber of Commerce   www.calchamber.com 

http://www.nam.org/s_nam/bin.asp?CID=44&DID=231699&DOC=FILE.PDF
http://www.itsyourworld.org/program.php?page=1053
mailto:mcisneros@lachamber.org
http://www.ftasc.org/UI/index.aspx?sm=0
http://ftasc.org/UI/Documents/symposium .pdf
http://ftasc.org/UI/Documents/symposium .pdf
http://www.milkeninstitute.org/sos2004
mailto:dean.peterson@mail.doc.gov
http://www.dnmstrategies.com/forum/ceo/nov_2004/1/news-d21.html
mailto:ernstg@direction21.com
http://www.ccit.net
http://www.nftc.org
http://www.ustr.gov
http://www.doc.gov
http://www.fas.usda.gov
http://www.ita.doc.gov
http://www.fedstats.gov
http://www.census.gov
http://www.usinfo.state.gov
http://www.export.gov/cnusa
http://www.calinst.org
http://www.calchamber.com
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▪ Public Policy Institute of California   www.ppic.org 
▪ CalTrade Report     www.caltradereport.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Trade Matters© is a weekly summary of news and events on the trade policy 
front for members of the California Council for International Trade, the 
National Foreign Trade Council, and subscribers. 

 
For further assistance e-mail: trade@ccit.net. 
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